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On the afternoon of  New Year’s 
Eve 2007, a woman went for 

a bike ride around Lake Merced in 
San Francisco. Before she knew what 
happened, a motorcyclist had hit her 
from behind, throwing her to 
the ground.

The motorcyclist stopped to 
assist the woman and asked 
if  she was hurt.  She did not 
think she was badly injured 
at  rst.  However, a medical 
visit a few days later revealed 
otherwise.  Both her ankle 
and shoulder had been frac-
tured, and she would not be 
able to continue work as a sub-
stitute teacher.

The woman called the Lawyer Refer-
ral and Information Service (LRIS) for 
help.  LRIS staff  referred her to long-
standing panel attorney Matthew Wert-
heim, who has been handling personal 
injury matters since 1986.  Wertheim 
counseled the client to follow her doc-
tor’s advice and even after completing 
treatment, to be patient and allow for 
more time to pass to assess how her 
injury was going to heal.  With time 
and a regime of  physical therapy, the 
client made a decent recovery – both 
physically and monetarily. Although 
the insurance company for the motor-

cyclist  rst alleged that the client was 
partially at fault, Wertheim prevailed 
and recovered a $45,000 settlement 
on only $4,500 in medical expenses.  
“The insurance companies can make 
the process dif cult for both claim-
ants and lawyers and my goal is to help 
the injured client through that process 

by making it as painless 
as possible.”

The client was most 
pleased and stated in an 
email to Wertheim, “You 
are the only lawyer on my 
list as a recommendation. 
It’s good that the  rst law-
yer I’ve ever worked with 
was you. I went in having 
no idea what to expect and 

got the unexpected.”
Wertheim also participates 

in BASF’s Early Settlement Program 
offering his mediation services and is 
a member of  the LRIS Attorney-to-
Attorney Advice Program.  For Wert-
heim, “It is great to be on the panel 
along with a number of  other very 
experienced attorneys who want 
to help people and contribute to 
BASF programs.”   

If  you cannot assist an inquirer who con-
tacts your law  rm, consider telling the caller 
about LRIS, where over 50,000 callers turn 
each year for information and referrals to ex-
perienced attorneys. The direct line is 415-
989-1616.

Janice Mae Butler, former BASF 
Director of  Accounting, passed 

away April 6 in Pittsburg, California. 
Jan began work at BASF in 1978 and 

at the time, she was the Accounting De-
partment. During her tenure, BASF’s 
programs grew exponentially. The Vol-
unteer Legal Services Program grew to 
be the largest and most comprehensive  
program in the nation. Other areas in-
cluding Membership, Continuing Legal 
Education, Alternative Dispute Reso-

lution, the Lawyer Referral and Infor-
mation Service, the Barristers Club and 
diversity efforts all greatly expanded 
their operations, each attaining national 
stature.  

When Jan retired in 2002, the budgets  
for BASF, VLSP, and the BASF Foun-
dation had enjoyed a  ve-fold increase, 
and the Accounting Department was a 
fulcrum for that growth

For the complete obituary, please visit      
www.sfbar.org/newsroom.
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LRIS Referral Spotlight: All Ends Well After 
Motorcycle and Bike Collide 

By Carole Conn
Assistant Director, LRIS
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Can’t Help 
A Client?
R e f e r  t h e m  t o  t h e  t r u s t e d  s o u rc e .

IN ADDITION TO PROVIDING REFERRALS TO ATTORNEYS:

LRIS refers clients to government and social services agencies, which 
often provide assistance at no charge.

At no cost, LRIS offers Attorney-to-Attorney Mentorship Programs.

The highly trained staff can assist callers in English, French, 
Spanish, Mandarin, Cantonese, Russian, Polish and Vietnamese.

A referral to LRIS relieves you of liability for a negligent referral.

THE LAWYER REFERRAL AND INFORMATION SERVICE (LRIS)

415.989.1616

www.s f bar.org . l r i s
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Workshop for Out-of-Work Attorneys a Success
Second workshop to be held on July 13

“Lawyers and the Economy: 
Navigating the Waters,” the 

 rst in a series of  three workshops de-
signed for the out-of-work attorney, 
was held on April 16 at the BASF Con-
ference Center and was a huge success.  
Speakers discussed hot topics including 
resume writing and interviewing tips, 
online networking,  nancial planning, 
using law school career services, legal 
contract jobs, and volunteering and 
community service.  

The seminar attracted a diverse group 
of  attorneys who took in valuable infor-
mation from all the panelists. Accord-
ing to attendee Ed Myrtle, Attorney at 
Law, “The seminar was well-organized 
and fast-paced.  Hearing the experience 
of  a variety of  legal professionals, from 
search consultants to  nancial planners 
to managers of  volunteer services pro-

vided helpful insights into the diverse 
variety of  avenues available to attor-
neys seeking a positive change.”

Barbara Kott and Stephen Engle, 
panelists and both managing direc-
tors at the San Francisco of ce of  
Major, Lindsey & Africa, commented, 

“This BASF program was fantastic be-
cause it gave local lawyers a chance to 
meet a diverse range of  professionals 

who specialize in ca-
reer development. In 
these dif cult times, 
people who want to 
– or need to consider 
 nding a new posi-
tion can be stymied 
before they even be-
gin. The networking 
tools and other advice 
offered by the panel 
provided these law-
yers with a game plan 
to get their job 
search going.”

Part two of  this work-
shop series will be held 

on Monday, July 13 and will focus on non-
traditional and alternative careers for lawyers.  
Please check  www.sfbar.org/calendar for more 
details, including speakers and topics. 

BASF Foundation Launches the 2009 Lawyers Campaign for VLSP and Diversity

The Bar Association of  San Fran-
cisco is recognized as a national 

leader, in large part because of  its in-
novative programs that deliver signi -
cant and targeted assistance 
directly to people who need 
it.  BASF’s Volunteer Legal 
Services Program (VLSP) 
and its Diversity Pipeline pro-
grams serve thousands of  
San Franciscans every year, 
and the demand is growing 
sharply.  At the same time, 
funding sources are stretched:  
foundations have less money 
to distribute, and many law 
 rms’ philanthropic dona-
tions have shrunk.

The BASF Foundation, which over-
sees funding of  these programs, is de-
termined to meet the increased demand 
for services by raising more money 
for its mission.  The Foundation has 
launched the 2009 Lawyers Campaign 
for VLSP and Diversity, and is seek-
ing to raise $250,000 in tax-deductible 
donations from individual lawyers over 

the next few months. Board members 
from BASF, the Foundation and VLSP, 
along with other volunteer solicitors, 
will contact potential donors and en-
courage more lawyers than ever before 
to make individual donations to sup-
port this critical work.

Merri A. Baldwin, a Foundation 
board member and a part-
ner at Chapman Popik & 
White LLP, has been ap-
pointed chair of  the cam-
paign.  “BASF has had very 
generous individual donors 
in the past, and that support 
has been instrumental. But 
we are facing a new land-
scape, and we need more 
individual donors than ever 
to step forward and help,” 
she says.  “We as lawyers un-
derstand the need for access 

to representation and assistance, and 
the link between those resources and 
achieving justice.  Supporting VLSP 
and the Diversity Pipeline programs is 
nothing less than an investment in fair-
ness and equality.”

BASF President Russell Roeca, Roeca 
Haas Hager LLP, wholeheartedly sup-
ports the campaign, “VLSP and the 
Diversity Pipeline programs, including 

School-To-College and Law Academy, 
help change lives, create opportunities 
that otherwise don’t exist and provide 
resources and support to people who 
are often underserved in our commu-
nity.  We all need to do whatever we 
can to keep these programs vibrant and 
alive.” 

All donors will be publicly acknowl-
edged by BASF and eligible for donor 
bene ts. 

To donate, contact Sue Cox, BASF 
Foundation Development Director, 
at scox@sfbar.org, or 415-782-9000 
x8704.  You may also make a gift online 
at www.sfbar.org/donate.

By Tracy Salisbury
Shartsis Friese LLP

BASF Foundation Board President

Merri Baldwin
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Panelists from left: Douglas Mandell, managing partner, Mandell Law 
Group, PC; Stephen Engle and Barbara Kott, both of Major, Lindsey & 
Africa LLC.

Morrison & 
F o e r s t e r 

Partner Tony West 
was recently con-
 rmed by the U.S. 
Senate as Assistant 
Attorney General 
for the Civil Divi-
sion of  the De-
partment of  Jus-
tice by a vote of  
82 to 4.  In this capacity, he will lead 
this division.

The Civil Division represents the 
United States, its departments and 
agencies, Members of  Congress, 
Cabinet of cers and other Federal 
employees.

West is a former federal prosecutor 
and California special assistant attor-
ney general, and has been counsel in 
several high-pro le litigation matters 
in both federal and state court. Prior 
to joining Morrison & Foerster, West 
served in both the U.S. Department of  
Justice and the California Department 
of  Justice. 
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